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attain and practice virtue and wisdom; that education which
calls forth, trains, and develops those highest gifts of body
and of mind, which ennoble men and which are rightly judged
to rank next in dignity to virtue only." To distinguish it
from a purely practical education, which, owing to the
revived economic interests of the times, was competing with
the liberal idea in the struggle with the dominant scholasti
cism, he adds: " For to the vulgar temper, gain and pleasure
are the one aim of existence; to a lofty nature, moral worth
and fame." The major part of all of these numerous treatises
on education is naturally devoted to a discussion of the sub-
ject-matter and the method of education, since the aim or
purpose can usually be indicated in a word or two from Plato
or Cicero, while it is in respect to content and method that
the new education presented a visible contrast with the old.
It has been noticed, previously, that while Plato denned the
aim of education in terms of knowledge and Cicero in terms
of eloquence, meaning knowledge of content and of form of
literature, much more was indicated by these terms than is
now connoted. Both terms which now would indicate for
the most part the receptive or even formal side of educa-
tion then included the expression side as well. During the
early Renaissance period this expression side was even wider
than that indicated by efficiency in writing or speaking, since
at that time these powers stood for that effective participa-
tion in the affairs of the times that is now represented by the
differentiated activities of all of our learned professions and
by the public press. This is the meaning contained in the
following paragraph from the essay of Lionardo D'Arezzo on
the study of literature, written about 1477 to a noble lady.
Even to women, this study of literature is to mean more than
mere acquaintance with or knowledge of classical writings.
" That high standard of education to which I referred at the
outset'3 (illustrated by reference  to   a  number  of  learned